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Dr. T. Sterry Hunt, F.R.S., for more than twenty-five 
years an officer of the Geological Survey of Canada, has re¬ 
signed his position there, and goes to Boston to'the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, where he is to fill the chair of Geology, 
left vacant by the resignation of Prof. William B. Rogers. He was 
to enter upon his new duties on October 7. 

The examination which has been held in common by Mag¬ 
dalen and Merton Colleges, Oxford, for scholarships in Natural 
Science, terminated on Saturday, when the following elections, 
were made :—To demyships at Magdalen College, value 95/., 
for five years : Mr. W. J. P. Wood, Clifton College; Mr. C. H. 
Wade, The Owens College, Manchester. To a postmastership at 
Merton College, value 80/., for five years: Mr. W. II. Jones, 
Derby. 

The centenary of Linnaeus's death will be celebrated at Stock¬ 
holm on the loth of January, 1873, when a statue of the great 
Swedish naturalist will be unveiled. 

The Meteorological Congress will meet next year at Vienna, 
and the meeting will be a very important one, for which the 
one recently held in Leipzig was only a preparation ; the con¬ 
dition of the Continental observatories and of the large British 
ones will then form a grave subject for discussion. 

We learn from Le.t Monies that the construction of meteoro¬ 
logical observatories on the summit of the Puy-de-Dome is now 
about to commence. Two observatories, connected by a tele¬ 
graphic wire, the one in a pavilion of the faculty at Clermont, 
the other on the summit of the mountain, 1,160 metres above the 
lower one, will show every moment the difference of meteoro¬ 
logical condition between the plain and the upper regions of the 
atmosphere. The money allotted to this purpose is 100,000 
francs, one half being furnished by the town and department, the 
other half by the State. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Works and Public 
Buildings intend to distribute this autumn, among the working 
classes and the poor inhabitants of London, the surplus bedding- 
out plants in Battersea, Hyde, the Regent’s, and Victoria Parks, 
and in the Royal Gardens, ICew. If the clergy, school com-, 
mittees, and others interested, will make application to the 
Superintendents of the Parks nearest to their respective parishes, 
or to the Director of the Royal Gardens Kew, in the cases of 
persons residing in that neighbourhood, they will receive early 
intimation of the number of plants that can be allotted to each 
applicant, and of the time and manner of their distribution. 

The Annual Fungus Exhibition was held in the Council Room 
of the Royal Horticultural Society, on Wednesday the 2nd. inst. 
There were several extremely good collections, both of the edible 
and poisonous kinds, many of the rarer edible species being well 
represented, while some of the commoner ones were almost 
entirely absent. Prises for the best collections were given by 
Mr. W. W. Saunders, F.R.S. 

An exhibition of useful insects and their products, and also of 
noxious insects, with samples of the injuries caused by them, or¬ 
ganised by the Central Society of Agriculture, and under the 
patronage of the Minister of Agriculture and Commerce, will be 
held during this month in the Luxembourg Gardens in Paris. It 
will comprise silkworms and their cocoons of every species, with 
samples of thrown and raw silk; apparatus for silk culture; 
with the manufacture and raw product of bees, and apparatus 
for bee culture ; a collection of noxious insects, and apparatus 
suited for their destruction; other useful insects ; collections of 
mammals, insectivorous birds, and reptiles,y &c. The pro¬ 
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gramme of the exhibition'may be obtained of the Secretary of 
the Society of Agriculture, 59, Rue Monge, Paris. 

The Journal of Botany records the death, after a short illness, 
of a well-known Continental botanist, Andreas J. Oersted, Pro¬ 
fessor of Botany in the University of Copenhagen. He had 
travelled and collected largely in Central America, and had 
written much, especially on cryptogamic botany. 

Dr. F.ichler, of Gratz, editor of Martius’s “ Flora Bras- 
iliensis ” has accepted the appointment of Professor of Botany at 
Kiel, Holstein. No change will be involved in the publication 
of the great Flora. 

Aquaria seem to be quite the rage at the present time. A 
new large aquarium is to be built at Great Yarmouth on the 
north beach. A space of seven acres has been granted by the 
Corporation a short distance to the left of the Britannia Pier, 
and here, in addition to the aquarium, gardens will be laid out, 
and a museum and gymnasium built. 

The fine new Guildhall Library is almost completed, and will 
be open free to the public very shortly. In addition to the 
library proper, the basement will be used for carefully storing 
the old charters and records belonging to the Corporation, an d 
a handsome room, 80 ft. long by nearly 50 ft. wide, will be de¬ 
voted to the Museum, and it is hoped will become a receptacle 
for all the objects of antiquarian interest found in the City of 
London. Above the Museum is the Library proper, a noble 
room, 120 ft. long by 50 ft. broad, and nearly 60 ft. in height. 
The open oak roof will be highly ornamented and enriched, and 
the windows will he filled with stained glass, the two chief win¬ 
dows being presented by the London and Middlesex Archaeo¬ 
logical Society, and by the inhabitants of the Ward of Alders- 
gate. 

The first session of the New University College of Wales at 
Aberystwyth was to open to-day (Thursday). The educa¬ 
tional staff will at present consist of the Principal, a Pro¬ 
fessor of Classics, a Professor of Mathematics and Natural 
Philosophy, and a Teacher of Modem Languages. Arrange¬ 
ments will be made as soon as practicable for lectures in Geology, 
Chemistry, and other cognate subjects. The Principal is the 
Rev. Thomas Charles Edwards, M.A., to whom application for 
admission must be made. An examination will be held at the 
beginning of the session, when several exhibitions of 20/. each 
will be awarded. 

We have received the prospectus of The Owens College, 
Manchester, for the session 1872-73. The most important new 
arrangement is the separation of Geology and Palaeontology from 
Natural History, and the establishment of a separate Chair, 
which is filled by Mr. Boyd Dawkins, F.R.S. Animal Physio¬ 
logy and Zoology, and Vegetable Physiology and Botany, re¬ 
main under the charge of Prof. W. C. Williamson, F.R.S. The 
Manchester Royal School of Medicine is incorporated with The 
Owens College. 

The courses of lectures in connection with the Franklin In¬ 
stitute for the winter session 1872-73, to be held in the Hall of 
the Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, will comprise Experimen¬ 
tal Chemistry, Mineralogy, Metallurgy, Hygiene, Physics, Tech¬ 
nical Chemistry, Fire, and Photography. 

It is proposed to incorporate the courses of evening lectures on 
scientific subjects delivered at the Polytechnic Institute into an 
institution to be called the Polytechnic College. They are 
largely attended by young men, many of them engaged during 
the day in shops. 
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The following scientific lectures will be delivered in connecr 
tion with the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Literary and Philosophical 
Society during the session 1872-73. “ The Progress of Solar Re¬ 
search,” byj. N. Lockyer, F.R.S., Oct 21 and 23. “ New Illus¬ 
trations of Divine Contrivance in Nature,” by Profi S. Haughton, 
M.D., Oct. 28 and 30. “Water ; its Nature, Circulation, and 
Functions,” by Prof. D. Page, LLD, Nov. 4'and 6 . “ The Life, 
Character, and Work of Faraday,” by Dr, J. H. Gladstone, 
F.R.S., Nov. 18 and 20. “On Stellar Astronomy,” by Prof. 
R. Grant, Dec. 6 and 13. “Oil Coals, Oil Shales, and Oil 
Wells,” by A. Taylor, Dec. 16, 18, and 20. “On Polarized 
Light,” by W. Spottiswoode, F.R.S., January 29, and 31, 
1873. “Early Moral and Political Condition of Mankind,” by 

E. B. Tylor, F.R.S., Feb. 5 and 7.J 

Lectures will be delivered during the ensuing session in con¬ 
nection with the Oldham Literary and Philosophical Society, on 
the following subjects:—“Star Depths,” illustrated by Oxy- 
hydrogen Lantern and Photographic Sides, by R. A. Proctor. 
“Flame,” illustrated by experiments, by Prof. J. H. Core. 
“ Balloon Ascents for Scientific Purposes,” by James Glaisher, 

F. R.S. “The Origin of the British Flora.” by L. C. Miall, 
“The Caverns of Devonshire,” by W. Pengelly, F.R.S. 
“ Sand, Gravel, and Clay ; or, an Arctic Climate in Britain,” 
by J. E. Taylor. “ Folk-Lore of Natural History,” by Robt. 
Holland. This will be the second session, the first having been 
decidedly successful. 

The distribution of the prizes and certificates in the Guildford 
Science Classes took place on September 20, under the presi¬ 
dency of Lord Midleton. The classes have been very successful 
during the past year, the members under instruction in the various 
subjects amounting to seventy-seven, against forty-four in the 
previous year; and the proportion of certificates awarded being 
larger than the average of all England. Guildford is showing in 
the institution of these classes an example that might well be 
followed by other towns whose opportunities are greater. We 
are sorry, however, to learn that up to the present time the com¬ 
mittee has entirely borne the brunt of the elementary expenses, 
not one sixpence having been contributed by the public of Guild¬ 
ford during their three years’ existence. This is not as it should 
be. Probably in time our country towns will learn that their 
own interest is involved in cultivating a knowledge of science. 

The Astronomical Register for October contains the first in¬ 
stalment of an article on astronomical allusions in Homer, Dante, 
Shakespeare, and Milton, Homer and Dante being treated of in 
the present number with great care and fulness of knowledge. 
The subject is an interesting one, and we believe Mr. G. J. 
Walker’s treatment of it will be of service towards a history of 
the progress of man’s knowledge of the heavens. 

From the same periodical we learn that the new dome for the 
Edinburgh Observatory, alluded to in a recent number of 
Nature, is now erected, and admirably fulfils all the expecta¬ 
tions formed of it, such as increased space inside, greater ease 
of revolution, larger and more easily worked shutter, better ven¬ 
tilation, and freedom from vibration and bumping. This latter 
curious quality was a very vicious propensity of the old dome, 
partly from its being mounted on cannon balls, which enabled it 
to roll in every other direction as well as in that of the line or 
railway, wherein it was wanted to roll; and partly from the un¬ 
precedentedly windy and stormy exposure of the Edinburgh 
Observatory on the summit of Calton Hill. The new dome, 
therefore, may be considered a very creditable piece of engineer¬ 
ing, and a decided success on the part of Mr. Howard Grubb. 

We learn from the British Medical Journal t that 300 young 
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Russian women have claimed admission as students in medicine 
and surgery at the newly opened Medical School of St. Peters¬ 
burg. The number of admissions being fixed, however, at 70, 
there will be a great many disappointed. 

TmE Volcano of Santorin, when last visited in October 1871, 
had ceased giving the small eruptions which had been common 
almost without intermission since the great eruption of 1866, and 
the summit of the crater, covered with great blocks of lava, pre¬ 
sented the same appearance as in 1707. A little steam was still 
escaping, but this seemed due almost entirely to the vapour of 
water condensing on the cinders covering the cone. In the 
north the fumerolles were still active, and all around the stones 
were covered with sulphur. At the S.E. point the volcanic 
activity had not completely ceased, but had greatly diminished. 
All this would show that the eruption had entered on its last 
stage, and after a period of great central activity in 1866-67, 
accompanied by a diminution of activity in 1869-70, it is now 
again assuming a condition of rest and quietude. 

The completion of the Australian Land Telegraph is a great 
scientific feat, for by it London is now within a few hours’ com¬ 
munication with Adelaide and all the other centres of population 
on the Australian continent. Whilst the Suez Canal, the Mont 
Cenis Tunnel, and the Pacific Railway, are undoubtedly great 
and stupendous works, the carrying of a line of telegraph across 
the uninhabited and almost unknown interior of Australia for 
1,800 miles is a great result, especially when performed single- 
handed by the colony of South Australia. Some interesting disco¬ 
veries have been made during its progress. The river Roper has 
now been ascertained to be a noble river, and the only one in 
Australia ‘navigable for large sea-going steamers and ships for 
100 miles from the sea, and some apparently, very productive 
gold fields have also been found. , 

Au RORj® Boreales have been very conspicuous lately. On the 
25th of August one was seen at Thurso and at Hernosand in the 
Gulf of Bothnia and feebly also at Lisbon.—On the 26th at Sevres 
and also at Stockholm.—On Sept. 2, at Sevres, Stockholm, 
Reval and Windaw.—On Sept. 3, at Sevres, Paris, Hernosand, 
and Rome.—On the 4th, at Sevres, Paris, London, and Arch¬ 
angel.-—On the Jth, at Sevres and Paris.—On the 6th at Herno- 
sand. So that there have been in Europe, during the period from 
the 2nd to the 6th of Sept., an almost continuous succession of 
Aurorse visible in England, France, Scandinavia, Russia, and 
once in Italy. 

A White Aurora Borealis was observed at Baumette near 
Angers, on the 8th of August, by M. A. Cheux, who thus 
describes it.—About 10 o’clock the sky was lit up in the N.N.W., 
by a white light; and at successive intervals white rays were shot 
out mostly towards the North or North-West. At about 10 30, 
a magnificent white ray shaped like a fan, and 22 0 in height, 
occupied the northern part of the sky. This gradually faded, 
and by 1130 the sky had resumed its natural colour. This is 
the fourth Aurora Borealis observed in the last four months, the 
others having been seen on the 9th of May, the 9th of June, the 
loth of July, and this on the 8th of August. The coincidence in 
these monthly dates is something remarkable. 

Prof. O. C. Marsh, of New Haven, has been diligently at 
work during the past summer in elaborating the rich mass of 
fossil vertebrates collected by him last year and the year before 
in various parts of the West. His latest discoveries are two large 
pachyderms allied to Paltzosyops, a gigantic fossil tapir called 
Hyrachyus princeps, two carnivora allied to the Viverrides, and, 
most important of all, two species of bats (Nyctithermm velox 
and N. priscus), the Jirst .of (the order ever detected fossil in 
America. 
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